
 

 

Dear Parents,                            20.4.20      

We hope you are all keeping safe and well at this difficult time and thank-you for all 
your support so far. 

We understand that home educating your child can be a daunting and stressful time, 
particularly if you are still working or have other children to care for. Please be 
reassured that we all fully understand that these are difficult times and you may not 
feel you are doing as well, or as much as you should, but even just reading stories and 
playing games with your child will still be having a positive impact on their learning. We 
are here to support you in whichever way we can.   

What to teach  

As we can no longer print paperwork for you to work through, we have changed our 
planning approach. We will now be sending a two week block plan, based around a story. 
We use stories as our starting point to hopefully capture the childs’ interest right from 
the start. We will send out structured activities and ideas that will hopefully make 
things manageable, while still supporting the childrens’ development. These activities 
will cover all areas of the curriculum. Please try to do at least one or two activities 
from each area although there will probably be some areas that interest your child 
more. As with all aspects of schooling, we encourage you to be led by your child and 
their interest as this will have the most impact. We can help you with ideas if your child 
is finding some areas challenging. 

Our plans will be based around well-known stories. If you do not have the book, there 
are many versions of each story available to watch on YouTube. If this is not possible, 
the activities should still be achievable without needing the actual story. Please just 
ask for clarification if needed. 

Phonics and Word Lists 

We would ask that in addition to the planned activities, you practise Phase 2 and Phase 
3 Phonics as often as possible. There are phonics sheets in the blue folders that were 
sent home. If you do not have these we can email some out to you or there are many 
versions available online. Daily practice of these sounds would be extremely useful, as 
would reading the high frequency words that are in your blue books/ on paper lists. A 
sound knowledge of the phonics sounds and word recognition will really support you 
child when they move into Year One. To help with this, we are also sending home ‘Time 



 

 

to Read’ sheets that revise the sounds that your children are working on as well as show 
you the different ways to approach teaching phonics.  

Reading 

You will all hopefully have received login information for the online reading scheme we 
are using; Big Cat Collins. Please just email us if you haven’t managed to set this up.  

Useful websites 

During this national crisis, many companies are supporting home-schooling by offering 
their services for free. There can be many useful ideas and activities on these that 
would help your home learning. Please find below some that we feel may be helpful; 

www.twinkl.com  ( printable resources for all subjects) 

www.YouTube.com/littlelearnersvideos (short videos to support phonics and maths) 

https://www.stories.audible.com/discovery (various stories to listen to- currently free) 

http://littleowlsresources.com/parents (printable topic based resources) 

www.thebodycoach.com (daily PE lessons) 

If you find any other sites that are helpful, please let us know so that we can share 
them with others. 

Keep in touch ! 

We would love to hear from yourselves and the children; To see how you are, what you 
have been doing and how you are tackling learning from home. Please feel free to send 
us messages, photographs etc of the work your child is doing and we will try our best to 
reply quickly. We are also available to answer any queries about how to approach a 
subject or to support in anything you may be finding difficult.  

Thank-you for your ongoing support and stay safe! 

Mrs Best, Miss Milner, Mrs Wignell and all the Holmesdale staff. 

sbest@holmesdale.derbyshire.sch.uk    

j.milner@holmesdale.derbyshire.sch.uk 

jow20@holmesdale.derbyshire.sch.uk 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


